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This map shows which parts of the world feature most prominently in Eyal Ben-Eliyahu’s published scholarship. Place names and geographical subjects were identified in his books and other publications, assigned numerical values, and grouped by region. The geographical shapes were then redrawn to make the resulting pattern visible. It is a map of research emphasis, not a conventional map of actual distances or land areas.
3. How this map was created
3.1 Place-name extraction from Ben-Eliyahu’s research
Place names were extracted from the scholarship of Ben-Eliyahu. The corpus comprises two books and sixteen other publications (journal articles, chapters and collaborative contributions), published between 2000 and 2025. The full publication list is reproduced in section 7. Place names were identified manually from the indexes of the two books and extracted manually from the articles
3.2 Geographical assessment of other publications
Place names and geographical subjects in the shorter publications were extracted manually. An individual recorded occurrence counted as one unit. Places constituting a principal article subject received additional weight, so the resulting value could exceed the number of literal mentions.
3.3 Geographical classification
Every geographical entry was classified manually into a regional category. Named sites and areas were assigned to geographical groupings, including regions of the Land of Israel, neighbouring territories, places elsewhere in the Mediterranean and wider world, and water bodies. The categories represent interpretive research decisions; names that refer to broad or historically variable territories are not equivalent to pinpoint locations.
3.4 Aggregation and percentages
The recorded values were summed by geographical category. Percentages for broad land areas were calculated relative to the subtotal of 2,607 non-water, geographically allocated units (with the 14-unit “Asia” category excluded from that particular subtotal). Percentages for individual regions within the Land of Israel used a denominator of 1,671 units, including 293 units classified only as “Land of Israel — general.” The examples below retain this denominator so that the legend can be interpreted consistently.
3.5 Cartographic transformation
The geographical outlines were redrawn and distorted manually in Inkscape. Relative area and a graduated colour scheme were used to convey the research distribution. The area distortion was a design interpretation rather than the output of a recorded algorithm assigning a calculated polygon size to each geographical unit. 
Within the Land of Israel, the named regions are depicted with graduated colour and elevation-like shading to convey their relative prominence in the analysis, rather than actual measured elevation.
5. Quantitative summary and how to read it
Table 1. Recorded numerical units by publication or identifiable publication working block
	Publication / identifiable working allocation
	Weighted units

	Between Borders (2013) — book
	1,143

	Identity and Territory (2019) — book
	531

	Uzziah’s tomb / Mount of Olives — working block
	70

	Edom / Red Rock — working block
	70

	Bethphage — working block
	70

	Mount of Olives — first recorded block
	70

	Canaanites in the Land of Israel — working block
	70

	Mount of Olives — second recorded block
	70

	Remus and Romulus in Rome — working block
	70

	Building a new Temple — working block
	70

	Travels of the rabbis — working block
	75

	ALMA Digital Atlas — working block
	54

	JQR-labelled publication — working block
	70

	Rabbinic polemic against sanctification — working block
	70

	Cities surrounded by a wall — working block
	70

	Mediterranean viticulture — working block
	70

	Josephus’s Lands — working block
	66

	Total
	2,709


Table 2. Recorded values by broad geographical area (“country” category)
	Area or territorial category
	Weighted units
	Share of 2,607

	Land of Israel
	1,671
	64.1%

	Syria
	120
	4.6%

	Lebanon
	108
	4.1%

	Transjordan
	320
	12.3%

	Egypt
	25
	1.0%

	Greece
	23
	0.9%

	Rome
	153
	5.9%

	Babylonia / Mesopotamia
	69
	2.6%

	Asia Minor
	12
	0.5%

	France
	12
	0.5%

	Sinai
	22
	0.8%

	North Africa
	33
	1.3%

	Yemen
	5
	0.2%

	Northern Europe
	34
	1.3%

	Allocated land areas — total
	2,607
	100%


These categories include historical and broad geographical territories, not only present-day countries. The 88 water-related units and the 14 units classified as “Asia” are outside this subtotal.
Table 3. Recorded values by region within the Land of Israel
	Region
	Weighted units
	Share of 1,671

	Jerusalem
	577
	34.5%

	Galilee
	322
	19.3%

	Judea
	183
	11.0%

	Samaria
	96
	5.7%

	Coastal Plain
	120
	7.2%

	Negev
	9
	0.5%

	Carmel
	14
	0.8%

	Golan
	57
	3.4%

	Land of Israel — general / unallocated
	293
	17.5%

	Land of Israel — total
	1,671
	100%


The “Land of Israel — general” entry includes values not assigned to any one region and is included in the denominator for every percentage.

The 34.5% and 3.4% figures correspond to the endpoints of the regional colour legend. They include broadly classified “Land of Israel” units in their denominator, even though those units cannot be placed in one specific subregion.
6. Publications included in the analysis
The bibliography below identifies the two books and the other publications represented in the research corpus. 
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